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to Chelsea and East Boston 


Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF) 
MEPA Scoping Meeting 
Chelsea, MA 


December 9, 2013 


Introduction / Background 


¢ Joseph Pavao, Project Manager, 
MassDOT Highway Division 


¢ John McCormack, Project Manager, MBTA 
¢ Rick Bourre, Assistant Director, MEPA Unit 
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Introduction / MEPA Process 


¢ MEPA Thresholds 


- 301 CMR 11.03 (6)(a)(5) Construction of a New rail or 
rapid transit line along a New, unused or abandoned right- 
of-way for transportation of passengers or freight (not 
including sidings, spurs or other lines not leading to an 
ultimate destination). 


- 301 CMR 11.03 (3)(b)(1)(d) Alteration of 5,000 or more sf 
of bordering or isolated vegetated wetlands. 
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Permits Required 


MassDEP Water Quality Certificate pursuant to Section 401 
of Clean Water Act 


Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) filed with 
the Chelsea Conservation Commission (Negative 
Determination received December 3'?) 


Review under M.G.L. Chapter 9, Section 26-27C, as amended 
by Chapter 254 of the Acts of 1988 by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission 

Federal Consistency Determination required from the 
Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management office 


US Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 General Permit 
(Category II) 


7 massDOT 


astachutett: Department of Transportation 


Mt 
H 


Project Description 


e Jay Doyle, AECOM 


° Project Goal - 
Enhance transit access, mobility, ano 
economic development potential in 
Chelsea and East Boston 
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Public Meeting 
#1 


Public Meeting 
#2 


Public Meeting 
#3 


Public Meeting 
#4 





Public Outreach 
| Groupiwesting [Dato [Location | —~—~Sigenda SCS 


Civic Engagement Plan 


March 13, 2013 


May 01, 2013 


June 19, 2013 


September 18, 
2013 


Chelsea City 
Hall, Council 
Chambers 


Chelsea City 
Hall, Council 
Chambers 


Chelsea City 
Hall, Council 
Chambers 





Chelsea City 
Hall, Council 
Chambers 


Project Background/Alternatives 


Existing and Future Conditions 


Options for routes through Chelsea 


Busway alternatives and roadway 
options 


Impacts on Parking 
Chelsea Creek Lift Bridge Options 


Potential Service Plans and 


Description of the three route options 
Proposed station locations 


Preliminary analysis results: travel 
time, ridership, parking and 
environmental impacts, costs 


Presentation of Preferred Alternative 


Washington Avenue Bridge 


Chelsea Commuter Rail Station 
Issues 
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Overall Planning Study Area 


About 5 miles long 
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Diverse mix of land a See 
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Many recent state 
investments 


° Silver Line 
Transitway 


° Williams Tunnel 

° Airport Station 

¢ Coughlin Bypass 
Road 

° Chelsea Street 
Bridge 

e¢ Grand Junction 
ourchase 
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Alternatives 


e Alternatives Analysis included the No-Build 
Alternative and three Build Alternatives 
— Alternative 1: Busway to Mystic Mall (4 stations in 


Chelsea} 
— Alternative 2: Busway to Belllingham Square (3 stations in 


Chelsea} 
— Alternative 3: On-Street to Everett Avenue (4 stations in 


Chelsea} 
¢ Build Alternatives - identical in South Boston and 
East Boston / only differences are in Chelsea 


¢ September 18" public meeting: Preferred 
Alternative (Alternative 1) presented 
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Preferred Alternative 
“Project Site” and Project Elements . 


Busway Station 
Commuter Rail Station 
agers iiixed Traffic 
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Performance Comparison — Seaport 
Access 


No Build Silver Line 


Gateway 
Performance 
of Commuter 


Measures TOT sel Blue Line Busway 


Downtown Chelsea to World Trade Center, Boston 
TravelTime | 39min| 36min | 37min | 1519min 


Tans te 


Retiabity tow | High | ‘Nedin High 
Airport Blue Line Station to World Trade Center, Boston 
Tanstrs NANA 
Retabity | NA | NA) High) igh 





Notes: 
No-Build travel times are based on MBIA Trip Planner tool. 


Range of travel times for Silver Line Gateway are for surface and underground WTC stations, respectively. 
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¢ CTPS Travel Demand Forecasting Results — 


¢ Results as compared to No-Build Alternative 


Change in Ridership compared 
to No-Build 


aan Combined 


Transit Blue Route Routes 


Trips Line ae 116/117 





2,000 -2,230 -1,950 
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Station — Eastern Avenue 





BRT Platform 
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Station — Box District 
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BRT Platforms 
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Station — Downtown Chelsea 


BRT Platform 
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Station - Mystic Mall 
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Busway / Shared Use Path Section in Abandoned 
Rail Corridor 
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Busway Section Adjacent to Active Railroad 
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Washington Avenue Bridge Issues 


Rated as functionally obsolete 
Bridge scheduled for replacement in 2014 


Prior design concept only provided room for one-lane 
busway 


Silver Line Gateway has resulted in new design 
concept for the bridge 
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Prior Bridge Concept — One Way 
Busway 
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Highway E Division 


Chelsea Commuter Rail Station 


assDOT’s Commitment: 


Modern station 


Accessible to all users 


Convenient connections with 
Silver Line Gateway 





Fe Accessibility Regulations and 
® MBTA Design Standards 


s Significant physical constraints to 
ys Meeting these regulations and 
Standards at existing Chelsea 

= Commuter Rail Station 
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New Chelsea Commuter Rail Station 


a 4 


» 
eo 
¥, 
- 
~ 
— 


: 
— md 
— “=. 
~ — a 
= 
SS — 
ue 
- ——— 
*» ae 
. 


A=COM PRELIMINARY POTENTIAL, RELOCATED 
aomam cowenwenimmes = = DISCUSSION DRAFT SNM Tr aos 


7 978.905.2100 F 978.905.2101 WW AB@OOM.OOM 


JmassDOT 


Massachutett: Department of Transportation 


Highway Division 





Shared Use Path 


¢ Ongoing coordination with EOEEA, City of 
Chelsea and consultants to incorporate design 
of proposed shared use path 
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Potential Environmental Impacts 


¢ Impacts to the following are being reviewed: 
- Environmental Justice 
- Land Use / Neighborhoods 
- Hazardous Materials 
- Utilities 
- Transportation 
- Parking 
- Noise and Vibration 
- Air Quality 
- Wetlands/Water Resources/Stormwater 
- Chapter 91 / Coastal Zone 
- Historic / Archaeological 
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Key MEPA Dates 


EENF filed with MEPA — November 15, 2013 
Environmental Monitor Notice —- November 20, 2013 


MEPA Scoping Meeting / Consultation — December 9, 
2013 
Timeline for MEPA Comments — Due by December 20, 


2013 


Secretary's Certificate Issued — December 27, 2013 
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MIEPA Process Reminder 


Comments due to MEPA on December 20, 2013 
Secretary's Certificate issued on December 27, 2013 





Written comments on the ENF should be sent 
to: 


CC: 
Secretary Richard K. Sullivan, Jr. MassDOT, Highway Division 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Services 
Environmental Affairs, MEPA Office Attn: James Cerbone 
Attn: Rick Bourre, EEA No. 15124 10 Park Plaza, Room 4260 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 Boston, MA 02116-3973 
Boston, MA 02114 james.cerbone@state.ma.us 


Or via email: richard.bourre@state.ma.us 
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